
   

4th Annual SEME East 2007 Sports Career Conference  
Kicks Off Friday in D.C. 

 
Keynotes Kasten and Rob McGovern Set For March 23-2 4 Event in Washington, D.C. 

Over 70+ Speakers And Panelist Featured Along with Career Fair Orgs 
Online Registration Closes Wednesday; Onsite availa ble both days 

 
WHO:   The 2007 Sports.Events.Marketing.Experience East (SEME East 2007) Sports Career Conference 
WHAT:   4th annual SEME East 2007 Kicks Off Friday in D.C. 
WHEN:  March 23-24, 2007 
WHERE:  Washington, D.C.  – CNN Studios at The George Washington University 
WEB:   Registration at www.SEME-NOW.com/East   
CONTACT:  Jeremy Silkowitz, SEME EAST 2007 Managing Director, P: 202-783-5501, info@SEME-NOW.com  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. (March 20, 2007) –   Over 70 speakers and panelists highlight the preliminary schedule for the 4th 
Annual SEME EAST Sports Career Conference scheduled for March 23-24, 2007, at The George Washington University in 
Washington, D.C.  
 
The two day conference is highlighted by keynote speakers Washington Nationals President Sta n Kasten and 
Careerbuilder.com founder Rob McGovern .  Registration for SEME, the annual sports career conference that has 
become the leading beacon for this national marketplace, is available online until March 21st. After that, all registration will be 
on site the day of the events. All information on the upcoming event can be found at www.SEME-NOW.com . 
 
The powerful SEME Educational Leadership Council includes over 100 organizations, 70+ industry experts in 15+ 
different fields , and features top decision makers from the NFL, NBA, MLB, NHL, NASCAR, College Sports, Action 
Sports, Minor Leagues, the Olympics, Journalism, El ectronic Media and Broadcasting , and other public and private 
organizations.   
 
“The Sports Events Marketing Experience (SEME) has been a huge success nationwide,” said Matt Winkler, Founder and 
Executive Director of SEME East, Central and West . “All of the credit goes to the high level executives who join our 
events as keynotes and panelist, and to the our staff members who work diligently to produce quality events in Washington, 
D.C., Chicago, and Los Angeles.  Each of our conferences have been supported by attendees all eager and focused on 
pursuing a career in this highly competitive field, and who attend to gain both knowledge about the industry and rare access 
to some of the top decision makers in the field today.” 
 
Concluding on Saturday with the Career Fair  and a unique One-On-One Resume Critique with top industry execut ives , 
SEME offers a close-knit atmosphere designed to show attendees how to become leaders of influence within the sports 
industry. With nearly 50% of all sports organization’s front offices made up of 20-&-30-somethings, the SEME Career Fair 
also looks to provide the access to answers and direct contact with employment decision makers. Both events provide 
attendees not only an opportunity to learn from the leaders in the sports business industry, but it also allows for a rare 
networking opportunity as well.  
 
About SEME:  
Expanding upon an exceptional cast of keynotes, panelists and speakers SEME East will again provide unique access to 
those seeking careers in the sports industry. SEME offers attendees a special opportunity to gain the insight, strategy, and 
contacts necessary to break into this ultra-competitive industry. Following the success in the East, SEME developed two 
other conferences in SEME West (Los Angeles, CA/USC, was February 9-10, 2007) and SEME Central (Chicago, IL/ 
Northwestern Kellogg on April 14-15, 2007). 
 
Past Keynote Speakers have included: 
Kevin Plank , CEO, Under Armour ; Ross Greenburg, President, HBO Sports ; Shawn Hunter , President, AEG Sports ; 
Larry Miller, President, Nike’s Jordan Brand ; Donald Dell, Vice President, Clear Channel Entertainment/ SFX Sports  
and Christine Brennan , Journalist/ Correspondent, USA Today, ABC News ; Larry Jones , COO, Fox Sports , Dave 
Morgan , Executive Editor, Yahoo! Sports , David Baker , Commissioner, Arena Football League ; Tim Harris , CFO, L.A. 
Lakers ; and Susan O’Malley , President, Washington Wizards/ Washington Sports & Entertainme nt.  
 
ORGS LIST AND CONFERENCE SCHEDULE FOLLOWS: 
 



 
 
 
 
Over 75+ Participating Organizations at SEME East 2 007: 
 
 

ABC 
AOL  
Aramark 
Atlantic Video 
Baltimore Ravens 
Booz Allen Classic/ 
PGA Tour 
Careerbuilding.com 
CBS Sports 
Chicago Fire 
Clear Channel 
Coca-Cola 
CSTV 
Comcast SportsNet 
Comcast Spectacor 
DC United 
DC Sports & 
Entertainment 
Commission 
DC Sports & 
Sponsorship 
Discovery Networks 
DirecTV 
Disson Skating 
 

ESPN 
Fantasy Sports 
Ventures 
First Tee 
Fox Sports 
George Washington 
University 
George Michael 
Sports Machine 
The Giving Back 
Fund 
The Goldwater 
Group 
IMG/Disson and 
Associates 
Junior Achievement  
Lincoln Holdings 
MLS 
University of Major 
League Lacrosse 
(MLL) 
Maryland 
Marriott 
National Sports & 
Entertainment 

Services 
NASCAR 
NBA 
Nextel 
NHL 
Octagon 
Olympics 
Peak Management 
PUSH/Rainbow 
Sports 
Presto Sports 
RedPeg Marketing 
RFK Stadium 
Ripken Baseball 
Market10 
NBA 
NBC Sports 
NFL Players Inc. 
One Shot Racing 
Oracle 
Red Zebra 
Ridgewells 
 

SFX Sports 
SONY 
Entertainment 
Special Olympics 
The Sports  
PerryBurch 
Philanthropy Project 
Presto Sports 
Slayton Sports 
Illustrated 
Sports Industry 
Education 
SportsTalk 980 
Sporting Goods 
Manufacturers 
Association 
Sports Today 
Starbridge Media 
Swanson 
Communications 
Team Services 
Time Warner 
TreselerZalbe 
Under Armour 
US Soccer 
Foundation 
 

USA Football 
USA Today 
Verizon 
Verizon Center 
Viacom Sports 
Virginia Sports 
Properties 
Visit Fairfax 
Vividas 
Washington Post 
Washington Sports 
& Entertainment 
Washington 
Bayhawks 
Washington 
Capitals 
Washington Mystics 
Washington 
Nationals 
Washington 
Redskins 
Washington 
Wizards 
Wasserman Media 
Group 
WCSN 
Worldwide Hoops 
XM Satellite 

 
 
 
 

  
SEME EAST 2007 – PRELIMINARY CONFERENCE SCHEDULE  

 

FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2007 

 

7:00 AM – 11:00 AM  
1st Floor Lobby 
Media and Public Affairs Building 
George Washington University 
805 21st Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 

Registration and Breakfast 
 

 

Welcome and Introduction 
 

8:45 AM – 9:00 AM   
Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

 Matt Winkler, SEME Executive Director 
Lisa Delpy Neirotti, George Washington University 
 

 



 

Keynote Address 
9:00 AM – 9:45 AM   
Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

Rob McGovern, CareerBuilder.com 

 

Recognizing the Leaders in Sports Events 
Marketing and Media 

10:00 AM – 10:50 AM   
Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

 
Lisa Delpy Neirotti (Moderator), George Washington University  
Clay Walker, Fantasy Sports Ventures 
MikeHumes, Washington Capitals (NHL) 
Tom George, Octagon 
Howe Burch, PERRYBURCH 
 

 
10:50 AM – 11:00 AM   
2nd Floor Lobby 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

Refreshment Break 

 

The Keys to Sales Success in the Sports and 
Events Marketplace  

11:00 AM – 11:50 AM   
Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

Meredith Geisler (Moderator), Meredith Communications 
Brian Corcoran, NASCAR, Inc. 
Eric Herd, Red Zebra Broadcasting/Washington Redskins (NFL) 
Jimmy Lynn, AOL Sports 
Curtis Symonds, Washington Mystics (WNBA) 
 

 
11:50 AM – 12:00 PM  
 Proceed to the Marvin Center for Working Lunch 

and Interactive Breakout Sessions 
 

12:00 PM – 1:15 PM  
Continental Ballroom, 3rd Floor Working Lunch:  Interactive Breakout Sessions 



 
The Marvin Center 
George Washington University 
800 21st Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 

Deborah Abel, Feld Entertainment 
Clark Baker, Bowie Baysox – OUT  3.19 
Pete Bockelman, Disson Skating/Comcast-Spectator 
Scott Burrell, DC Sports & Entertainment  
Jamie Crittenberg, Starbridge Media/NASCAR 
Kyleen Davis, Disabled Sports USA 
Brain Edmonds, Virginia Sports Properties 
Jeff Feinstein, SFX Baseball  
Donald Fishman, Washington Capitals (NHL) 
Chris Gonzales, PrestoSports 
T.K. Gore, World Championship Sports Network 
Gretchen Hamm, The First Tee 
David Harbour, My Safe Zone/Vivadas 
Jeff Harvey, Washington Bayhawks 
Eric Herd, Red Zebra Broadcasting/Washington Redskins (NFL) 
Rebecca Hunt, Washington Mystics (WNBA) 
Scott Langerman, ComcastSportsNet-MidAtlantic 
Kristi Maasjo, Corporate Partnerships 
Brad Nierenberg, RedPeg Marketing 
Virginia Pettit, Washington Redskins (NFL) 
Gary Powers, Under Armour 
Russ Rubin, Red Zebra Broadcasting/Washington Redskins (NFL) 
Terese Smallwood, Williams & Connolly 
David Touhey, Verizon Center 
Stacy Troubh, PIERCE 
Mari Villalobos, Wasserman Media Group (WMG) Management Soccer 
Brett Weinroth, Exclusive Resorts, LLC – OUT 3.19 
Kim Whittington, Washington Sports & Entertainment 
Eric Wold, Octagon 
Mari Villalobos, Wasserman Media Group (WMG) Management Soccer 
Ellen Zavian, George Washington University 
 

 
1:15 PM – 1:30 PM  

Proceed back to the Media and Public Affairs 
Building  

 

Keynote Address 
1:30 PM – 2:30 PM  
Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building 
George Washington University 
805 21st Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 

Stan Kasten, Washington Nationals (MLB) 
 

 

The Changing Role of Media in Sports  
2:40 PM – 4:00 PM  
Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

 Matt Winkler, SEME Founder & Executive Director (Moderator) 
Rick Lawes, Major League Soccer (MLS) 
Jimmy Lynn, AOL Sports 
Chris Schemvri, Discovery Networks 
Jim Welch, USA Today 
 

 
4:00 PM – 4:20 PM  
2nd Floor Lobby 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

Refreshment Break 



 
 

Interactive Sponsorship Negotiation Session  
4:25 PM – 5:30 PM 
Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

 Ellen Zavian (Moderator), George Washington University  
Howe Burch, PERRYBURCH 
Heidi Kibirsky, Amtrack 
Ray Namoili, Baltimore Ravens (NFL) 
Russell Wallach, Live Nation – OUT but LOOKING for replacement 3.19 
 

 

Post-SEME Reception at The University Club 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM  
George Washington University 
1918 F Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006  Host: Tony Reali, ESPN’s Around the Horn 

 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2007 
 

8:00 AM – 9:00 AM  
1st Floor Lobby 
Media and Public Affairs Building 
George Washington University 
805 21st Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 

Registration and Breakfast 

 

Welcome and Introduction 
9:00 AM – 9:15 AM   
Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

Matt Winkler, Executive Director 
Lisa Delpy Neirotti, George Washington University 
 

 
Sports Tourism: A Growing Market  
 

9:15 AM – 10:00 AM   
Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building Lisa Delpy Neirotti (Moderator/Panelist), George Washington University  

Paul Cohen, Partner Concepts 
John Monaghan, Marriott International 
 

 

Athlete Marketing and Representation  
10:15 AM – 11:00 AM   
Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building Derrick Heggan (Moderator), AOL 

Jeff Feinstein, SFX Baseball Group 
Chitta Mallik, Octagon 
 

 
11:00 AM – 11:15 AM   
2nd Floor Lobby 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

Refreshment Break 

 
11:15 AM – 12:00 PM  
Jack Morton Auditorium Multi-Platform Marketing in a Digital World 



 
Media and Public Affairs Building Kelly Swanson (Moderator), Swanson Communication 

George Assimakopoulos, EyeTraffic Media, LLC 
David Eyl, Sportstoday 
Ira Frankel, Washington Wizards (NBA)  
Earl Patton, Sony’s Broadcast Business Solutions Company 
 

 
12:00 PM – 12:10 PM  
Media and Public Affairs Building Proceed to Designated Rooms for Speed-

Networking Lunch 
 

Speed-Networking Lunch: Interactive Breakout 
Sessions 

12:10 PM – 1:30 PM  
Rooms: B07, 305, 309, 310 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

Hillary Brendzel, Junior Achievement  
Jeff Coles, One Shot Racing 
Jeff Feinstein, SFX Baseball Group 
Stacy Girard, Washington Mystics (WNBA) 
Tony Hudgins, Executive Search Management/Slayton Job Search Partners 
Eric Kulczycky, Visit Fairfax 
Chitta Mallik, Octagon 
Shaun May, Major League Lacrosse (MLL) 
Melinda Pipes, Washington Sports & Entertainment  
Dawn Ridley, NFL Players Inc 
John Schlieman, Washington Redskins (NFL) 
Alyssa Shane, Disson Skating/Comcast-Spectator 
Christina Tellalian, Sony 
Patrick Wixted, former Washington Redskins 
Matt Kirby-Smith, Oracle 3.19? 
 

 

Breakout Tracks: Specialization  
Track 1 

1:40 PM – 2:25 PM 
Jack Morton 
Auditorium 
 

Ticket Sales: Your Entry Into the Sports Industry 
Ira Frankel (Moderator), Washington Wizards (NBA) 
Chris Gargani, Washington Nationals (MLB) 
Darren Montgomery, Washington Capitals (NHL) 
Jamie O'Connor, DC United (MLS) 
John Schlieman, Washington Redskins (NFL) 
 

2:35 PM – 3:20 PM 
Jack Morton 
Auditorium 

Career Opportunities in Collegiate Athletics 
Ken Teed (Moderator), George Washington U 
David Bierwirth, American University 
Chandra Bierwirth, George Washington University 
Maureen Nasser, George Mason University 
Jennifer Montgomery, George Mason University 
 

1:40 PM – 3:20 PM  
Jack Morton Auditorium/Room B07 
Media and Public Affairs Building 
 

Track 2 



 
1:40 PM – 2:25 PM 
Room B07 
 

Trials and Triumphs of Athlete & Team Foundations 
Marc Pollick (Moderator), The Giving Back Fund 
Amy Nakamoto, DC Scores 
Rob Kaler, US Soccer Foundation 
Sara Rabe, United for DC 
Damon Jones, National Basketball Association (NBA) 
 

 

2:35 PM – 3:20 PM 
Room B07 
 

The Art and Science of Event Management 
Bobby Goldwater (Moderator/Panelist), Goldwater Group 
Lee Corrigan, Corrigan Sports Enterprises 
Robert Laybourn, Arlington Sports 
Alyssa Shane, Disson Skating/Comcast-Spectacor 
Billy Stone, The Collegiate Nationals on CSTV 
 
 

  
3:20 PM – 3:35 PM  
2nd Floor Lobby 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

Refreshment Break 

 

What Makes You Marketable – Your Brand: YOU 
 

3:35 PM – 4:35 PM 
 Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

Matt Winkler, SEME Founder & Executive Director  

 

Human Resource Directors Speak Out 
 

4:35 PM – 4:50 PM  
Jack Morton Auditorium 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

Bettina Deynes, Washington Nationals (MLB) 
Vibha Miller, Octagon 
Mary Moran, NFL Players Association 
 

 

Resume Critique and Career Fair  
4:50 PM – 6:00 PM 
Jack Morton 
Auditorium 

Resume Critique 
 

4:50 PM – 6:00 PM 
Jack Morton Auditorium/2nd Floor 
Media and Public Affairs Building 

4:50 PM – 6:00 PM 
2nd Floor 

 

 

6:00 PM  
Media and Public Affairs Building Close of Conference 

 
 
 

 
 - www.SEMEEast.com -  

 
 


